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Marketing associations of several Midwest states are 
adopting decals like that shown at right, which was 
developed by the lowa Independent Oil Jobbers Assn. 
as an insignia which members display on windows at 
service stations and offices and on trucks and other 
equipment. 

The lowa decal measures 8 by 812 inches. The letter- 
ing is gold and background is deep green. Three 
thousand already are being applied by lowa jobbers, 
and additional thousands of a similar design are be- 


ing ordered by other state associations. 


See page 23 for editorial discussing the decal as 
part of a movement on the part of Independent job- 


bers to emphasize their role in oil marketing. 


Trained Truck Drivers Promote Efficiency 


Efficiency of oil tank truck drivers determines to some 
extent the operating costs of the equipment. Improper- 
ly trained operators of trucks can nullify benefits to 
be gained from the use of special truck equipment such 
as 2-speed axles. Choice of proper equipment to do 


the job also is necessary to peak efficiency of trucks. 
P. 25. 





Jobber Groups Push Public Recognition of Independents 


Oil Jobbers Oppose Federal Oil Control 
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Many oil jobber associations passed resolutions at 
1947-48 meetings which asked for more margin and 
opposed federal oil control. Taxing of co-ops also 
ranked high among demands of jobbers together with 
requests that more antifreeze be marketed through oil 
companies and that suppliers distribute products equit- 
ably. P. 30. 









































GET ALL THESE FEATURES 


in the pumps you buy 
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TOKHEIM OIL TANK AND PUMP CO. 


DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF SUPERIOR EQUIPMENT 
FORT WAYNE 1 FOR 47 YEARS INDIANA 






























The first laboratory tests for antiknock 
quality of gasoline were made with crude 
adaptations of farm lighting engines. The 
engine pictured was constructed and used 
before the existence of the first CFR engine 
It was devised by the Ethyl Corporation and 





used at its Yonkers Laboratoryin research on 








knocking and knock measurement, includ- 
ing the original research which led to the F 
development of the octane number scale 


>> 
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Today, Ethyl’s five gasoline testing laboratories are equipped with CFR engines for knock testing all types of 
gasoline, as well as specialized equipment for determining many other gasoline qualities. Both base stocks 
and finished gasolines are tested as a service to the oil industry. These Ethyl testing laboratories are also 
engaged in cooperative work with the industry in developing improvements in test procedures and equipment 
Experienced consultants are available to work with the laboratory personnel of oil companies in the servicing 
of engines, the demonstration of operational techniques and the planning of new laboratory facilities. 


The gasoline testing program is typical of the facilities and services of the 
Ethyl Corporation. These services, which have been developed over the 
past twenty-five years, are available to petroleum companies to promote 
the better utilization of “Ethyl” antiknock compound and the gasoline in 
which it is used. 


ETHYL CORPORATION... Vew York 17, New York 





ANTIKNOCK 
COMPOUND 


—— ETHYL... 
CORPORATION 


Froducts sold under the ‘ETHYL’ trade-mark—Antikneck Compound...Salt Cake...Ethylene Dichloride...Sodium Metallic...Chlorine [liquid!... -— Oil Soluble Dye 
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Enforcing correct original entries covering every penny 
taken in, a modern National Cash Register System 
makes certain that you get every penny that’s coming 
to you. Its accurate, mechanical computations prevent 
costly mistakes in addition. And its clear, unchangeable, 
printed figures save you hours of laborious figure-work. 


EXPRESSLY DESIGNED FOR SERVICE STATIONS 


1, Issues an itemized and totalled printed 
receipt, or prints a record on the original 
and duplicate sales-slip. 


one item are 


added. 


2. Purchases of more than 


mechanically and accurately 


3. All item accounts are automatically dis 
tributed into 5 department 
totals, locked within the register. 


classification 


4. Printed audit strip affords you instant 
record, in detailed total form, 
activities by departments, attendants, and 


and as to 


transactions. 


NATIONAL CASH 





vantages 





REGISTER COMPANY, 


CASH REGISTERS « ADDING MACHINES 


Mechanizing your business figures with a National 
pays in so many ways. It pleases your customers. Builds 
confidence. Speeds service. Protects attendants 
you! But that’s just the barest outline of its many ad 
ask your local National representative for the N 
full picture! Sales and Service Offices in over 400 cities 


ACCOUNTING MACHINES 


DAYTON 


NATIONAI 
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THE NEWS WEE INDUSTRY 


COMING MEETINGS 


MAY 
Natural Gas and Petroleum Assn. of Canada, 
meeting, General Brock Hotel Niagara 


Falls, Ont., Canada, May 27-28 


Petroleum Motor Transport Assn. of Oklahoma, Ww 
meeting, Tulsa, Okla., May 28 NE Ss SECTION = 
American Seciety of Mechanical Engineers, 
semi-annual meeting, Milwaukee, Wis., May 


30-June 4 JUNE FEATURE INDEX 


Liquefied Petroleum Gas Assn., annual con- 
vention and international trade show, Sacra- 
mento, Calif., June 1-6 


eee és @ ee % 6 


SPECIALIZED TRUCK EQUIPMENT—Proper training 
Iowa Independent Oil Jobbers’ Assn., board : : 
meeting, Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des Moines and mechanics as well as careful selection pe 1 
Iowa, June 3. 


National Oil Scouts and Landmen’s Assn., an- quipment al sential tO elicient Operauon — 
nual convention, Denver, Colo., June 3-5 


meeting, Institute Audi- 
torium, Pittsburgh, Pa., June 6 


Society - ee, + eastern ASSOCIATIONS OPPOSE FEDERAL CONTROL Re 
regiona Mellon 


1dopted at meetings of oil jobber associations in 1947-48 hit 

Te » > %e y or. " , , , , , ; 5 

Tennessee Oil Men’s Assn., meeting, Hotel Her eral control threats, asked higher margins, deplored c . 1% 
mitage, Nashville, ‘Tenn., June 6-8 


> Nmtia : 

Petroleum Equipment Suppliers Assn., meeting exempuon: 30 
Broadmoor Hotel, Colorado Springs, Colo., 
June 6-8 








; PUBLIC RELATIONS—One major oil company has found I 
Society of Automotive Engineers, annual sum- 
mer meeting, French Lick Springs Hotel to correct and minimize the effects of misinformation on the publi 
French Lick, Ind., June 6-11 
v “~wering with the trie facts 
Oil Heat Institute of New England, Biennial! Dy answering wilh th ss ' : 32 
Oil Heat Exposition, Statler Hotel, Boston, 
Mass., June 7-10 
American Management Assn., conference—-gen- 
eral management Waldorf-Astoria New DEPARTMENTS 
York, N. Y., June 9-10 
al South Carolina Oil dJobbers Assn., summer aoe E 
meeting, Ocean Forest Hotel, Myrtle Beach About Oil Ps pie 53 
1s S. C., June 9-10 
id Western Petroleum Refiners Assn., regional Advertisers’ Index 56 
technical meeting, Broadview Hotel, Wichita . : 
- Kans., June 11. ; 
d Ahead of the New 5 
1e National Butane-Propane Assn., directors meet 
ng Congress otel *hicago June P 
25 4 ngre Hotel, Chicag Ill une 11 Fditorially Soeakina 23 
rexas Butane Dealers Assn., meeting, Plaza 
Hotel, San Antonio, Texas, June 13-16 lal 39 
Oil Industry Information Committee, meeting * 
Denver, Colo., June 15-16 : 7 
A / 
Pennsylvania Grade Crude Oj1 Assn., annua 
meeting Hotel Willian Penr Pittsb ” 4 
Pa., June 17 4 rice 42 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers, . P — es . 9 
innual meeting, Multnomah Hotel, Portland ra . ‘ 
Ore., June 20-23 
ami ' ; statist 50 
American Society for Testing Materials, annua) wi : 
meeting 300K-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mict 
June 21-25 Transportation New 25 
American Petroleum Institute, Eastern District 
meeting Greenbrier Hotel White Sulphur Washinaton “omment 7 
Springs, W. Va., June 30-July 2 
Canadian Gas Assn., annual convention, Jasper 
Park Lodge, Jasper, Alt Canada, June 30 
July 3 
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eans, La., July 12-13 NEWS BUREAUS 
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DOUBLE DECK-—DOUBLE CHECK 


If filling losses far exceed standing losses in 
your storage installation, the Graver Improved 
Floating Roof with full double deck is your best 
protection. It’s designed to prevent all the filling 
losses plus as high as fifty percent of the standing 
losses ... the greatest possible overall saving 
for such set-ups as a deep water terminal. 

The double deck, in addition to providing a 
buoyancy that is positive assurance against sink- 
ing under any conditions of weather or climate, 
insulates the stored product effectively against 
“boiling”. Lying directly upon the surface of the 
liquid and sloping upward from the center, the 
roof eliminates the accumulation of vapor which 
causes corrosion where “sour” crudes are stored. 


For a double check where filling losses are 


the major problem, specify the Graver Floating 


Roof with full double deck. 


FABRICATED PLATE DIVISION 


GRAVER TANK & MFG. CO. INC. 


East Chicago, Indiana 





Graver offers a complete service to the petroleum industry 
including Expansion Roof Tanks, Floating Roof Tanks and 
pressure vessels. In addition, Graver is prepared to furnish 
specialized steel plate work such as fractionating columns 
and class one vessels as well as stainless and alloy fabri- 
cation; water conditioning equipment of all types; and 
. through the Graver Construction Co., is prepared to handle 
all types of petroleum and chemical construction work. 
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NEW YORK ¢ PHILADELPHIA ¢ CHICAGO «+ CATASAUQUA, PA. ¢« HOUSTON «¢ SAND SPRINGS, OKLA. 
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? RICE INTEREST—House Commerce (Wolverton) Com- 
\ittee is interested in present profits of major oil com- 
panies, as well as past profits. The committee, which is 
tabulating answers to price questionnaire sent to major 
companies some months ago, wants to compare first 
quarter 1948 profits with the corresponding period of last 
year. Of about 25 questionnaires mailed out, commitee al- 
ready has received 21 answers. Information submitted 
now is being analyzed and will be released soon—with 
committee comment. 


CONSUMER STORAGE~- Indications are that Indep: nc- 
ent jobbers are going all out in their efforts to promot 
larger heating oil storage facilities among their cus 
tomers. With most jobbers encouraging the replacement 
of small tanks with larger ones, two others have gone 
even further. In the Southeast one marketer is loaning 
tanks to customers during summer fill-up so as to fore- 
stall possible winter difficulties if supply is tight again. 
Another jobber is extending credit to consumers who 
want larger tanks t~ replace present facilities. : 


PERMIAN PIPE LINE—Texas jobbers say last winter's 
critical shortage of tank cars may not recur during 
forthcoming heating season if a pipe line from West Texa; 
fields to refining area is completed before cold weather. 
One jobber estimates that from 2,000 to 5,000 cars used 
to move West Texas crude could be freed for other uses 
if pipe line is completed in time 


@ 
CONSERVATION ABROAD Venezuela soon may adopt 
an American system of oil conservation in its own fields. 
Recently Dr. Jose Martorana Battisti, head of Venezuela's 
Petroleum Bureau, and Dr. Luis Cordero, director of pro- 
duction, spent some time with Texas Railroad Commis- 
sioner Olin Culberson. As a result of recommendations 
made by the two Venezuelans to the Minister of Fo- 
mento, Venezuela has now requested the co-operation of 
the commission in making available the services of its 
chief engineer, Jack Baumel, for the purpose of assisting 
the Venezuela Department of Conservation of Oil and 
Gas for one year. Baumel is willing to go and Culberson 
has given his approval. Needed now is approval of the 
other two commissioners. 


FROM SCRATCH—The Senate subcommittee headed by 
Sen. Ferguson (R., Mich.), which was set up to continue 
work of the now defunct Brewster Committee, plans to 
mecentrate on current matters. In other words, it will 
rutinize defense contracts dating from about first of 
this year. And old questions, such as Canol Project and 
hers, will be left alone. 


vw 
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STALEMATE— Operators of seagoing tankers, together 
with other ship owners, and officials of the National 
Maritime Union (CIO) are currently locking horns in 
closed negotiation session toward writing a new contract 
for the present document expiring June 15. Both tanker 
and union men are saying that no progress has been 
made, and union men are going forward with plans for 
use “if shipowners force us into a lockout.”’ Aside from 
wage increases, the chief tangle to be unwound is the 
union hiring hall. Tanker men argue that it is illegal 
as a form of closed shop, now prohibited by law. Union 
men are on the opposite side right now, no one will 
give an inch as June 15th comes closer. Everyone pre 
dicts that “things will get hotter” as the deadline comes 
up, but whether things will get more settled is another 
matter. 


EVERY LITTLE DROP Meters to record the Now of 
petroleum products at every point where they are handled 
has become the objective of one large oil company It 
has adopted a general policy for construction of new 
bulk plants of installing meters for both incoming and 
outgoing products. Its experience with meters has 
proved that product handling losses do not need to be 
as large as those the industry has heretofore accepted 
as a necessary evil. They say that better control of every 
drop of product is doubly important today, not only 
because of short supply, but because of the much higher 
dollar costs tied up in products 


SERVICE STATION DESIGN Trend amon 
company executives in charge of service station con- 


struction tends more and more toward standardization 
of station design, cutting down the number of plans over 
all and limiting the number of plans to meet regional 


needs to two or three. One company has adopted on 
basic design which can meet needs for any corner sit 
by merely reversing the floor plan. It is flexible so a 


to permit additions to lube bays or sales room, but on 
basic floor plan is used. Two reasons are advanced 
for standardization of plans: 1- reducing costs in the 
planning stage and simplifying pre-construction cost esti 
mates; 2—for companies building so-called pre-fabricated 
stations, plans must be standardized so that orders for 
stations placed with fabricators will be of sufficient num 
ber to make project economically feasible. Opinion of most 
service station construction men is that pre-fabs must 
be made on mass production basis to be economical 


BALL’S TIMETABLE—tThere have been no signs of suc- 
cess to date in the efforts of a special NPC committee to 
find and suggest a possible successor to Max W. Ball as 
director of OGD, although the search has been on since 
the last council meeting. Meantime, Mr. Ball is insisting 
that, successor or no, he means to return to his private 
consulting practice right after Congress has concluded 
action on OGD's new appropriation bill and one more 
session of the NPC. That would place his departure date 
somewhere on the near side of Aug. 1. 








The choice of automotive 
engineers for use in their own cars... 
There could be no stronger 
endorsement of 100% Pure Pennsylvania 
motor oils of emblem quality. 





PENNSYLVANIA GRADE 
CRUDE OIL ASSOCIATION 
Oil City, Pennsylvania 








———— 1923 - 1948 ——_—_ 


25 YEARS — Serving Industry and Consumer 





* A nation-wide poll of automotive engineers 
by an independent research organization 
reveals that IN THEIR OWN CARS these 
experts use Pennsylvania Motor Oils more 

than 2's to 1 over any other type of oil 
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Made from * 
the highest grade crude oil in the world 
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For your protection, unly oils mad 
from 100% Pure Pennsylv 
Grade Crude which meet our rig 
quality requirements are entitled 
carry this emblem, the register 
badge of source, quality 
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A major shift 
in policy is em- 
bodied in the in- 
tention of the 
Navy to seek funds from Congress 
for the full development of Naval 
Petroleum Reserve No. 1 (Elk Hills) 
in California. 

From the inception of the reserves 
many years ago, the idea has been 
that they should be held inviolate, 
almost untouched by the drill except 
for exploratory purposes, against the 
day when some great emergency dic- 
tated the drilling of development 
wells and the actual production of oil. 

How foolish was this notion was 
amply demonstrated during the re- 
cent war when, at the time of its 
greatest need, the Navy found this 
one particular reserve at Elk Hills 
of absolutely no use to it until a 
considerable number of wells could 
be drilled and facilities provided for 
movement of the oil to refineries at 
Tidewater. Then, it was a case even 
of too little too late, for victory over 
the Japs was all but an accomplished 
fact before production had reached 
more than a trickle. 

So now, emboldened by the support 
recently received from the House 
Armed Services Oil (Short) Subcom- 
mittee, the Navy is proposing to try 
the opposite tack. It intends drill- 
ing up Elk Hills fully and then cap- 
ping the wells. The job will cost $30 
million and take at least three years. 
When it is done, the Navy hopes to 
have a reserve of some 800 or 900 
million bbls. ready for instant pro- 
duction if an emergency requires. 

This changed concept is of consid- 
erable significance to the industry, 
particularly at this juncture because, 
if authorized by Congress, it prom- 
ises to place the Navy in competi- 
tion with private operators for 
scarce steel. And that competition 
would be intensified many fold should 
the federal government make good 
its claim to the so-called tidelands, 
for the plan is to set aside a large 
part of these as a military reserve 
ind undoubtedly the intention also 
vould be to undertake immediately 

large scale exploration and devel- 
pment program requiring untold 

lantities of oil country tubular 


ds. 


Mr. Yocom 


It will be something akin to a mir- 

cle if Congress is able to complete 
Ss work and get out of town for 
0d by the hoped-for June 19 ad- 
urnment date. 
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WASHINGTON-—By Herbert Yocom 


Navy's Intention to Develop 


Elk Hills Reverses Policy 


Long ago this corner said that 
signs pointed to the gosh-awfulest 
legislative log-jam in many a year, 
but the way things are stacking up 
it will be the worst in history. As a 
result, there is a good possibility 
that Congress, instead of adjourning, 
now may only recess for the national 
conventions, then return here in late 
July for another crack at the im- 
posing mass of legislation that has 
been piling up. 


Midwest job- 
bers in recent 
weeks have be- 
“ome increasingly 
cognizant and alarmed of what two 
phases of the federal government’s 
unemployment compensation tax 
might do toward cutting down their 
profits. 

The subject came up for consider- 
able informal discussion at the re- 
cent meeting of the National Oil Job- 
bers Council in Chicago and reports 
from the field indicate it is a majer 
concern of both small and large job- 
bers throughout the Midwest. 

The two facets of the issue directly 
concerning oil jobbers, es well as 
other small businessmen, are: 

1. Efforts of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to bring bulk plant commission 
agents and service station dealers 
under unemployment compensation 
protection. 

2. Piling up in the federal treasury 
of huge fund for “administration” 
of the act. The government continues 
to collect the administrative tax de- 
spite a reservoir for the purpose 
amounting to almost a billion dollars. 

Spearheading the midwestern drive 
among oilmen to maintain the status 
quo of commission agents and serv- 
ice station dealers and to halt for a 
while the collection of additional ad- 
ministrative taxes is Joseph D. Had- 
ley, general counsel and executive 
secretary of Michigan Petroleum 
Assn. Mr. Hadley is well qualified 
to handle the formidable task. For, 





Mr. Castle 


If this is what eventuates, it will 
be a setback for senators who have 
been striving to delay a vote on 
Tidelands quitclaim legislation until 
so close to June 19 that Congress 
would not have the opportunity of 
an attempt at overriding an expected 
presidential veto. Also, it would im- 
prove the chances for passage of the 
Wolverton bill authorizing a $350 
million program for construction of 
commercialized synthetic liquid fuels 
plants, and might even encourage 
Sen. Vandenberg to seek Senate rati- 
fication of the long-pending Anglo- 
American Oil Agreement. 


A delayed adjournment could mean 
trouble for the industry, too, by pro- 
viding politicians with a Washington 
sounding board in the midst of what 
promises to be a rather torrid elec- 
tion campaign. 


MIDWEST—By Leonard Castle 


Unemployment Compensation 


Tax Issue Viewed by Jobbers 


in addition to his duties with the job- 
ber association, he has been a mem- 
ber of the Michigan Unemployment 
Compensation Commission since 1945. 

There is strong hope that the 
Treasury Department will be knocked 
down in its efforts to make the pro- 
gram apply to commission agents and 
service station dealers. Supported 
by evidence from the industry that 
these people are independent contrac- 
tors, the House of Representatives 
has passed overwhelmingly H. J. Res 
296 which would exclude them from 
provisions of the Unemployment Com- 
pensation Act. 

The resolution was expected to pass 
the Senate also by a wide margin 
The question then would be whether 
the two houses would re-pass it by 
a two-thirds majority over an anti- 
cipated presidential veto. 

The chances of obtaining a mora- 
torium on the administrative tax, 
according to Mr. Hadley, involves a 
long range campaign gut he ane 
the others in the fight now are armed 
with better weapons than they had 
been able to secure for many years 

The treasury always has guarded 
zealously the secret of how much 
money was backlogging in the ad- 
ministrative fund. However, the Ohio 
Chamber of Commerce recently suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a breakdown cf 
the figures and this will be the big 
gun in the attack against the fund, 

The Unemployment Compensation 
Act provides that 0.3 of 1% of the 
tax bé turned over to the federal 
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